10                      JOHN  WESLEY

** I think our Jack would not attend to the most
pressing necessities of nature unless he could give
a reason for it."

Such an attitude forebodes an intolerably dull
man ; but luckily, to this rationalism Wesley
added an intense curiosity in whatever might be
going on, and even at the end of his life seized
eagerly on anything new. Thus, as a fascinated
old man, he tried out in his own person the healing
powers of electricity, arid discussed, if in a some-
what theological way, the then budding theories
of evolution. Nor did his enquiring mind stop at
those things which seem amenable to reason, and
he always found the supernatural delightfully
seductive. This aspect of existence was indeed
forced upon him in his early youth, for while he
was at school his father's parsonage in Lincolnshire
was the scene of the most astounding, if not very
awesome, manifestations. There was a prank-
loving being, a poltergeist (his sisters used to call
it Old Jeffrey), which knocked mysteriously,
opened doors, made noises as though money were
being lavishly poured out or all the bottles under
the stairs were being smashed. It gloried in
rattling the warming-pans on the walls ; some- *
times it went so far as to push Mr. Wesley ; and
once it set a trencher spinning in a most intriguing
manner. It appeared twice, the second time as a
kind of bat-eared white rabbit, which evaded the
tongs with which the manservant pursued it
Wesley's curiosity was never at rest about Old